SHORT BIOGRAPHICAL PROFILE

Massimo Piattelli-Palmarini is (since August 1999 to present) Professor of Linguistics, Psychology and Cognitive Science at the University of Arizona, member of the Cognitive Science Program, of the Department of Psychology, of the Department of Linguistics, and honorary member of the Department of Management and Organizations.

He obtained his doctorate in Physics at the University of Rome (Italy) in 1968. 

He has been (in reverse chronology):

- From January 1994 to July 1999 founder and director of the Department of 
Cognitive 
Science (DIPSCO), of the Scientific Institute San Raffaele, in Milan (Italy), and then 
professor of Cognitive Psychology at the San Raffaele University.

- From September 1985 to December 1993 Principal Research Scientist at the Center for 
Cognitive Science of MIT (Cambridge, MA);

- Visiting professor at: MIT (Department of Linguistics, Fall 2013, Fall 2002 and

Spring 1993), at Rutgers University, NJ (Center for Cognitive Science, Fall 1992), at Harvard University (Department of the History of Science, Spring 1988 and 1989, Linguistics Department, Spring 2007), at the University of Maryland College Park (Department of Linguistics, Fall 2006), at the Collège de France (Paris, France, May-June 2002) and at the University of Bologna (Spring 1997 and 1998).

- In 1990 chairman and organizer of the XII Annual Conference of the Cognitive 
Science Society, held at MIT in August, and the editor of the proceedings.

- From 1980 to 1985 director of the Florence Center for the History and Philosophy 
of 
Science (Florence, Italy).

- From 1974 to 1979 director of the Royaumont Center for A Science of Man in Paris 
(Chaired by the French geneticist and Nobel Laureate Jacques Monod), and 
lecturer at the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales (Paris-Sorbonne). 

- From 1969 to 1971 chargé de recherche at the Pasteur Institute in Paris (under the 
supervision of Jacques Monod). 

- From 1968 to 1969 post-doc researcher at the Institute of Physical Chemistry of the 
University of Rome (Italy), under the supervision of Prof. Alfonso Maria Liquori.

I - Member of: 

American Psychological Society, Cognitive Science Society, American Philosophical Association, Society for Judgment and Decision Making, Linguistic Society of America, European Association for Decision Making, Society for Philosophy and Psychology, European Society for Philosophy and Psychology, Italian Council for the Social Sciences, Italian Society for Logic and Philosophy of Science. 

II - Member of the Editorial Boards of: 

"Behavioral and Brain Sciences", "Cognition", “Biolinguistics”,  "Trends in Cognitive Sciences" and “Lingue e Linguaggio”
III - Principal Domains of Interest:
Cognitive Science, Judgment and Decision Making, Biological Foundations of Language, Language Evolution, Theoretical Linguistics, Philosophy of Mind, Philosophy of Science, Physics of Language. 

IV -Awards received: 

1995. Accademia d’Abruzzo, Recipient of the prize Premio Il Rosone d’Oro, for the 
diffusion of science in the general public, Pescara, Italy 

1996. Recipient of Premio Tevere for the best book of non-fiction (Item n. 4 here 


below), Rome (Italy) 

2006. Recipient of the Medal of the Chambers of Representatives (Medaglia della 
Camera dei Deputati) (one of the two branches of the Italian Parliament, 
Rome), for the diffusion of science. Ceremony of award held in Rimini (Italy) 
October 29. 

Publications: 

11Books: Including:
(with Jerry Fodor) What Darwin Got Wrong Farrar, Straus and Giroux in the US, Profile 
Books in the UK, Feltrinelli in Italy (February/April 2010). Paperback edition, with 
an update and replies to our critics February 2011

8 Edited books: Including  

Piattelli-Palmarini, M., J. Uriagereka and P. Salaburu, Eds. (2009). Of Minds and Language: 
A Dialogue with Noam Chomsky in the Basque Country. Oxford, UK, Oxford University 
Press. (Contributors: Noam Chomsky, Cedric Boeckx, Christopher Cherniak, Janet 
Dean Fodor, Gabriel Dover, Angela Friederici, Lila Gleitman, Charles R. Gallistel, 
Rochel Gellman, Marc Hauser, James Higginbotham, Wolfram Hinzen, Itziar Laka, 
Nuria Sebastian, Juan Uriagereka, Donata Vercelli)

Piattelli-Palmarini M. and R. C. Berwick, Eds (2013) Rich Languages from Poor Inputs 
Oxford University Press (Contributors: Adriana Belletti, Robert Berwick, Thomas 
Bever, Noam Chomsky, Susan Curtiss, Janet Dean-Fodor, Lila Gleitman, Barbara 
Landau, Julie Legate, Merryl Goldberg, Itziar Laka, Jacques Mehler, Massimo 
Piattelli-Palmarini, Charles Read, Luigi Rizzi, Rebecca Treisman, Ken Wexler, Charles 
Yang)
 83 Articles and book chapters (selection): 

Piattelli-Palmarini M. "An ‘irreducible’ component of cognition" in Thinking about 
Evolution: Historical, Philosophical and Political Perspectives (Essays in Honour of 
Richard Lewontin) (R. S. Singh, C. Krimbas, D. Paul and J. Beatty Eds) Cambridge 
University Press, pp. 353-376 (2001). 
Piattelli-Palmarini M.  "The metric of open-mindedness", Natural Language & Linguistic 
Theory, 18,  pp. 859-862 (2000) (actually published in 2001). 

Piattelli-Palmarini M. “Grammar: The barest essentials”. Nature, 416 (14 March), p. 129 
(2002). 

Piattelli-Palmarini M. “To put it simply” (Basic concepts). Nature, 426 (11 December), p. 
607 (2003). 

Piattelli-Palmarini M. (with Lynn Nadel) “What is cognitive science?” In L. Nadel (Ed.), 
Encyclopedia of Cognitive Science (Vol 1 -of 4) (Vol. 1, pp. xiii-xli). London UK: 
Macmillan (2003). 

Canessa, N., Gorini, A., Cappa, S. F., Piattelli-Palmarini, M., Danna, M., & Fazio, F. “The 
effect of social content on deductive reasoning: An fMRI study”. Human Brain Mapping, 26, pp. 30-43 (2005). 

Piattelli-Palmarini M. (with Juan Uriagereka) “The Immune Syntax: The Evolution of the 
Language Virus”. In L. Jenkins (Ed.), (Chapter 4 of) Variation and Universals in 
Biolinguistics (pp. 341-377). Amsterdam, Boston: Emerald Elsevier North-Holland 
(2004/2008). 

Piattelli-Palmarini M.  (with Cedric Boeckx) “Language as a natural object - linguistics as 
a natural science”. The Linguistic Review, 22 (Special theme issue: "The Role of 
Linguistics in Cognitive Science" (Nancy Ritter Ed.)), pp. 447-466 (2005). 

Boeckx, C. and M. Piattelli-Palmarini (2007). "Linguistics in cognitive science: The state 
of the art amended." The Linguistic Review 24: 421-433. (reply to critiques of item 
43. Published in the same journal)

Smith, E. D., M. Piattelli-Palmarini and A. T. Bahill (2008). “Cognitive biases affect the 
acceptance of tradeoff studies”. In Decision Modeling and Behavior in Complex and 
Uncertain Environments. T. Kugler, Smith, J. C., Connolly, T. and Son., Y. J., Eds. New 
York, Springer, Science+Business Media: pp. 227-249. 

Piattelli-Palmarini M. (with Juan Uriagereka) (2008) “Still a bridge too far? Biolinguistic 
questions for grounding language on brains” Physics of Life Reviews, 5 (4): pp. 207-
224

A-M. Sciullo, M. Piattelli-Palmarini, K. Wexler, R. C. Berwick, C. Boeckx, L. Jenkins, J. 
Uriagereka, K. Stromswold, L. L.-S. Cheng, H. Harley, A. Wedel, J. McGilvray, E. v. 
Gelderen and T. G. Bever (2010). "The Biological Nature of Human Language " 
Biolinguistics 4(1), 04-034.
Piattelli Palmarini, M., & Uriagereka, Juan. (2011). A geneticist’s dream, a 
linguist’s 
nightmare: The case of FOXP2. In A. M. Di Sciullo & C. Boeckx (Eds.), The 
Biolinguistic Enterprise: New Perspectives on the Evolution and Nature of the Human 
Language Faculty (pp. 100-125). Oxford UK: Oxford University Press.

Piattelli-Palmarini, Massimo. (2012). Biolinguistics yesterday, today and tomorrow. In 
C. Boeckx & K. K. Grohmann (Eds.), The Cambridge Handbook of Biolinguistics (pp. 
44-63). Cambridge UK: Cambridge University Press.

Berwick, R. C., Chomsky, Noam, & Piattelli-Palmarini, Massimo. (2013). Poverty of the 
Stimulus Stands: Why Recent Challenges Fail. In M. Piattelli-Palmarini & R. C. 
Berwick (Eds.), Rich Languages from Poor Inputs (pp. 19-42). Oxford, UK: Oxford 
University Press.

Piattelli-Palmarini, M., & Vitiello, G. (2015). Linguistics and Some Aspects of Its Underlying Dynamics. Biolinguistics, 9, 96–115.
Piattelli-Palmarini, M. (2017). Normal language in abnormal brains. Neuroscience and Biobehavioral Reviews, 81 (October), 188-193. 10.1016/j.neubiorev.2017.02.008

Piattelli-Palmarini, M., & Vitiello, G. (2017). Quantum field theory and the linguistic Minimalist Program: a remarkable isomorphism. Journal of Physics: Conf. Series 880 (2017) 012016 doi :10.1088/1742-6596/880/1/012016, IOP Conference Series: 8th International Workshop DICE2016: Spacetime - Matter - Quantum Mechanics(880), 1-16. doi:doi :10.1088/1742-6596/880/1/012016

Piattelli-Palmarini, M. (2018). Fodor and the innateness of all (basic) concepts (Chapter 6). In R. G. de Almeida & L. R. Gleitman (Eds.), Concepts, Modules, and Language: Cognitive Science at its Core (pp. 211-237). Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press.

76. Medeiros, D., & Piattelli-Palmarini, M. (2018). The Golden Phrase: Steps to the 
Physics of Language. In A. Gallego & R. Martin (Eds.), Language, Syntax, and the 
Natural Sciences (Essays in Honor of Juan Uriagereka). Cambridge, UK and New York: 
Cambridge University Press. (pp. 333-350). 
Piattelli-Palmarini, M. (2018). From Zero to Fifty: Considerations on Eric Lenneberg’s Biological Foundations of Language and Updates. Biolinguistics, 1-22.
Karimi, S., & Piattelli-Palmarini, M. (Eds.). (2018). Special Issue on Parameters (Vol. 41  
(3-4)): Linguistic Analysis.
Piattelli-Palmarini M. (2022) The language(s) of sailing. In: “The Sailing Mind” edited by R. Casati. Chapter 6. pp. 65-72. Springer Nature 2022
14 Book reviews 
Courses taught at the University of Arizona (only reported for 2019-2023): 

- Fall 2019 “Language, Mind and Brain” (7 weeks course, with Thomas Bever and Noam 
Chomsky) LING/PHIL 211

- Fall 2019 “Issues and Themes in Cognitive Science” NSCS 320
- Fall 2020 “Language, Mind and Brain” (7 weeks course, with Thomas Bever and Noam 
Chomsky) LING/PHIL 211

- Spring 2020 “Thinking about Thinking” PSY 220 (7 weeks course)

- Spring 2020 “ Meaning in Language and Society” LING/ PHIL 211

- Fall 2021 “Language, Mind and Brain” (7 weeks course, with Thomas Bever and Noam 
Chomsky) LING/PHIL 211

- Fall 2021“Biolinguistics” (with Thomas Bever and Noam Chomsky)                                  
COGS LING PHIL PSY 449A/549A
- Spring 2021 “Thinking about Thinking” PSY 220 (7 weeks course)

- Spring 2021 “Biolinguistics” COGS LING PHIL PSY 449A/549A

- Fall 2022 “Biolinguistics” (with Thomas Bever and Noam Chomsky)                                  
COGS LING PHIL PSY 449A/549A

- Fall 2022 “Language, Mind and Brain” (7 weeks course, with Thomas Bever and Noam 
Chomsky) LING/PHIL 211

- Spring 2022 “Issues and Themes in Cognitive Science” NSCS 320
- Spring 2022 “Thinking about Thinking” PSY 220 (7 weeks course)

- Spring 2023 “Rationality and Cognition” CGSC 201 (7 weeks course)
Full semester courses taught in other universities (selection)
2003 (Fall sem.) Issues in the Biology of Language, Department of Linguistics and 
Philosophy, MIT (graduate and senior undergraduate course n. E51-393) 

2006 (Fall sem.) Seminar in Language and Biology, Department of Linguistics, 
University of Maryland, College Park (graduate course LING 889A).

2007 (Spring sem.) Biolinguistics, Department of Linguistics, Harvard University 
(graduate and senior undergraduate course LING 188R)

2010 (Spring semester) Introduzione alle Scienze Cognitive IUAV (University of 
Venezia, Department of Architecure and Design, Italy) full senior 
undergraduate course

2010 (Spring semester) Biolinguistics  (in English) Graduate School in Linguistics, 
Universita’ Ca’ Foscari, Venezia, Italy. A course of 21 hours

2010 (Spring semester) Facolta’ di Filosofia, Universita’ San Raffaele, Milan (Italy)


Ripensare l’evoluzione Senior undergraduate course 21 hours.

Institutions where short courses, lectures, conferences and seminars were given (selection) 

Trinity College, Oxford, England; 

Académie des Sciences Morales et Politiques, Paris; 

Laboratoire de Neuropsychologie Expérimentale, INSERM, Bron, at Université de Lyon, 
France; 

European Molecular Biology Organization, Pavia, Italy; 

Département d’Ergonomie et Ecologie, Université de Paris, France; 

Scuola Normale Superiore, Pisa, Italy; 

McGill University, Department of Psychology, Montreal, Canada; 

Department of Experimental and Applied Psychobiology, University of Geneva, 
Switzerland; 

Department of Philosophy, Rutgers University, New Brunswick NJ; 

Polytechnic of Zurich/Italian Institute of Zurich, Zurich, Switzerland; 

Center for the Neurobiology of Learning and Memory, University of California, Irvine, CA; 

Department of the History of Science, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA; 

Department of Brain and Cognitive Science, MIT, Cambridge, MA; 

Department of Linguistics and Department of Philosophy, University of Maryland, 
College Park, MD; 

Department of Psychology, University of Rochester, Rochester, NY; 

Boston Colloquia for the Philosophy of Science, Boston University, Boston, MA; 

Department of Cognitive Science, Brown University, Providence, RI; 

University Professors Program, Boston University, Boston, MA; 

Department of Linguistics, University of Massachusetts at Amherst, Amherst, MA; 

International Center for Theoretical Physics, Trieste, Italy; 

Department of Psychology, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA; 

Department of Philosophy, George Washington University, Saint Louis, Missouri; 

Società Italiana di Psicologia, XIII Convegno Nazionale Divisione Ricerca di Base, Padua, 

Italy (keynote speech); 

Department of Economics, University of Trento, Italy; 

Collegio Sant'Anna di Pisa, Italy; 

Società Italiana di Terapia Comportamentale e Cognitiva, Lugano, Switzerland; 

Accademia Nazionale dei Lincei, Rome, Italy; 

Third Meeting of Studies in Generative Grammar, Universidade Federal do Rio de 


Janeiro, Brazil (a course in 5 lectures); 

Institut des Sciences Cognitives (CNRS), Lyon (France); 

Centre de Recherches en Epistémologie Appliquée, Ecole Polytéchnique, Paris; 

French National Convention of Cognitive Science Research (Projects funded by the 


CNRS over 5 years), Chinagora (Paris); (Conclusive "wrap-up" invited 
speech) 

Scuola Normale Superiore, Pisa (Italy); 

Centre Jean Nicod, Paris (France) 

University of Amsterdam (Holland), A cycle of 5 lectures on “Biological Foundations 
of 
Language” taught as part of the Summer School “The Language of Thought” (June 
2006) 

Seoul National University (Seoul, Korea) 

International Science Festival, Genova (Italy) 

City University of New York, Graduate Center, New York, NY. 

Department of Psychology, Harvard University. 

Department of Linguistics, University of Verona (Italy)

Inaugural lecture (Lectio Magistralis) for the inauguration of the 2010-2011 academic 
year, University of Verona

Centro Interdipartimentale Mente/Cervello e Dipartimento di Scienze Cognitive
 
Rovereto (Italy)

School of Doctorate in Linguistics, University of Venezia (Italy)

URQUAM, McGill University, Montreal (Canada)

School of Medicine, University of Milan (Italy)

University of the Basque Country, San Sebastian (Spain)

Barrow Neurological Institute, Arizona State University

Department of Applied Linguistics, Arizona State University (Tempe AZ)

Department of Linguistics, University of Kyoto (Japan)

Italian Institute of Culture, Los Angeles

Italian Institute of Culture, New York

Department of Psychology, University of Pennsylvania

Department of Cognitive Science, City University of New York Graduate School

Department of Linguistics, University of Southern California
Department of Psychology, University of California San Diego

Department of Psychology, University of California Los Angeles

Blue Brain Project (Geneva, Switzerland)
Séminaire de Recherche en Linguistique, University of Geneva
Lectures and short courses given in managerial-industrial organizations: 

Gruppo Ambrosetti, Milan, Italy; Gruppo Ambrosetti, Fabriano, Italy; Gruppo Ambrosetti, Rome, Italy; Gruppo Ambrosetti Preganziol (Italy); Observatoire Cidil, Paris, France; IBM, Novedrate, Italy; Glaxo Management School, Rome, Italy; Olivetti School for Managers, Ivrea, Italy; Young Presidents Organization, annual meeting 1995 (Florence, Italy); Associazione Italiana Fulbright, Camera di Commercio, Milan, Italy; Istituto Dalle Molle per l'Intelligenza Artificiale, Lugano, Switzerland; Graduate School of Business Leadership, Monterrey, Mexico; Air Liquide, Grandes Industries, Bruges, Belgium. 

Science Journalism 

From 2017 to the present, regular contributor to the daily newspaper Il Foglio (Rome, Italy). Previously, from 1995 to 2016, regular contributor to the daily Il Corriere della Sera (Milan, Italy) (an average of 12 articles a year, sometimes printed on the front page). From 1990 to 1995 regular contributor to the daily La Repubblica (Rome, Italy), and La Stampa (Turin, Italy). 
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